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Educational loans for adults 
 
As the saying goes, it's never too late to learn. 
And in the UK, age is certainly no barrier to 
further education. Indeed, there's a huge choice 
of courses available to adults who want to train or 
study, from learning maths and English right up to 
studying for a degree at university. 
  

Many adults who go back to studying do so 
because they want to change or develop their 
career. Some may have only been out of full-time 
education for a few years, while others are half 
way through their working life or even near 
retirement. 
  

But while the opportunities to study are available, 
there are challenges too. Many adult students find 
themselves juggling their studies with a job, family 
and financial responsibilities. Most people realise 
that student loans are available to school leavers 
going to university - but what financial help is 
there for older students? 
  

Thankfully, loans are available to many adults in 
further education and training. However, the type 
and amount of help available can vary, depending 
on which of the four countries of the UK you live 
and study in. 
  

The following pages include details about some of 
the main financial help available, as well as 

details of where you can go if you need further 
information. 
  

Did you know?  
The number of mature students at university 
increased from 10 per cent of all graduates and 
diploma holders in 1980 to nearly a third of 
undergraduates in 2012. (Source: National Union 
of Students) 
 

Advanced Learner Loans 
  

If you're aged 19 or older, you may be able to 
apply for an Advanced Learner Loan. This loan 
can fund your course fees at Level 3, 4, 5 or 6 
(including A levels or graduate certificate) at 
approved colleges and training providers in 
England. 
  

To be eligible for an Advanced Learner Loan, you 
must be a UK national or someone with settled 
status, and you must have been living in the UK, 
Channel Islands or Isle of Man for three years. 
Some others may also be eligible, including 
migrant workers, refugees and EU nationals. 
From August 2017, you may also qualify if you 
are not resident in the UK but you are a serving 
member of the UK armed forces or their spouse, 
civil partner or a dependent parent living with 
them.  
  

The amount of financial help you can get depends 
on the type of course you're studying, how much 
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your course fees are and the maximum loan 
available for your course (the minimum loan is 
£300). You can apply to borrow the full cost of 
your course or just part of it and pay the rest 
yourself. 
Altogether you can apply for up to four loans - for 
instance one loan to fund each course you take 
towards a maximum of four A levels – and get 
more than one loan at the same time. This means 
if you are taking each A level as two separate 
courses, you can have up to eight loans.  

  

Paying it back:  
Once your course has finished, you'll start paying 
back your loan the following April. 
  

Currently you only have to start paying back an 
Advanced Learner Loan if you earn more than 
£21,000, and the amount you'd have to pay is 
nine per cent of any income you earn over 
£21,000 a year. So, for example, if your salary is 
£25,000, your loan repayments would be £30 a 
month. 
  

Interest is also added until the loan is paid back in 
full (currently the amount of interest added is the 
rate of inflation plus three per cent).   
  

The repayments are automatically deducted from 
your pay check - though if you're self-employed, 
you'll pay back your loan through your self-
assessment tax return. But if you use the loan to 
study for an Access to Higher Education diploma, 
and then complete a higher education course, 
Student Finance England will write your loan off 
(that is, you don't have to pay it back). 
  

• If your course qualifies you to apply for an 
Advanced Learner Loan, you can apply for one 
online or download an application form 
from gov.uk. 

  

 

University funding 
  

Older students - that is, not school leavers - can 
apply for government funding in the form of loans 
and grants to help pay their tuition and living 
expenses when they go to college or university. 
  

The government offers tuition fee loans for first-
time full-time undergraduates as well as loans 
that cover your living expenses, called 
maintenance loans. The amount of maintenance 
loan you get will depend on your household 
income and whether or not you live in London. 
  

Both loans are paid by the Student Loans 
Company. And while these loans used to only be 
available to students aged 60 or younger, there is 
no longer an upper age limit for tuition fee loans 
and grants. 
  

For further details and to apply for a loan online, 
visit www.gov.uk/student-finance. 
  

Tuition fees in Wales are similar to those in 
England, but Welsh students studying in Wales 
may pay less, depending on the course they take. 
Fees for Northern Irish full-time students studying 
in Northern Ireland are currently lower than those 
in England too. 
  

Meanwhile, eligible Scottish students studying full 
time in Scotland don't have to pay tuition fees but 

https://logon.slc.co.uk/cas/login?_locale=en_GB&service=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.student-finance.service.gov.uk%2Fcustomer%2Fhome%2Fpages%2FmyAccount%2Findex
https://logon.slc.co.uk/cas/login?_locale=en_GB&service=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.student-finance.service.gov.uk%2Fcustomer%2Fhome%2Fpages%2FmyAccount%2Findex
https://www.gov.uk/advanced-learner-loan/how-to-apply
http://www.gov.uk/student-finance
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may be eligible to apply for a living cost loan and 
bursary (www.saas.gov.uk). 
  

If you're a parent or carer, there are other sources 
of financial support available, including Parents' 
Learning Allowance, the Childcare Grant and the 
Adult Dependent’s Grant (for more information, 
visit www.studentparents.org).  
Paying it back:  
Unless you're Scottish and studying in Scotland, 
when you finish or leave your course you'll start 
making repayments according to which 
repayment plan you are on: if you started college 
or university after September 2012, you start 
repaying when you earn more than £21,000. You 
pay nine per cent of your income over that 
amount, and the interest rate is inflation plus 
three per cent.  
  

• Loan applications for university students can be 
found at www.gov.uk/apply-online-for-student-
finance. 
   
  

Individual Learning Accounts 
/Individual Training Accounts 
  

SDS Individual Learning Accounts for Scottish 
residents who are UK nationals or individuals with 
settled status are due to change to Individual 
Training Accounts in October 2017.  
  

The revised scheme will offer funding of up to 
£200 towards the cost of a course. Your course 
must be designed to help you get a job or 
progress your career, and you will only be able to 
do one course in any learner year.  
  

• Find out more about Individual Training 
Accounts at www.myworldofwork.co.uk. 

  

Welsh Government Learning 
Grants Further Education 
  

Students living in Wales who are 19 or older may 
be able to apply for further education funding from 
the Welsh government. The Welsh Government 
Learning Grant Further Education is available at 
participating schools and colleges, and is 
designed to help with costs such as tuition fees, 
books, equipment and transport. 
  

The amount you can get depends on your 
household income (this must be £18,370 a year 
or less). But if you do qualify, you could get up to 
£1,500 for a full-time course or £750 for a part-
time course. 
  

• Learn more about Welsh Government Learning 
Grant FE at www.studentfinancewales.co.uk. 
  

Professional and Career 
Development Loans 
  

Another option is to take out a bank loan called a 
Professional and Career Development Loan. You 
may be able to borrow anything between £300 
and £10,000, and most loans are offered at a 
reduced interest rate. 
  

You must be 18 or older, living in the UK for at 
least three years and planning to work in the UK, 
EU or EEA when you finish your course. Your 
course provider must be on the Professional 
Career and Development Loan Register, and the 

http://www.saas.gov.uk/
https://studentparents.org/
https://www.gov.uk/apply-online-for-student-finance
https://www.gov.uk/apply-online-for-student-finance
https://www.myworldofwork.co.uk/
http://www.studentfinancewales.co.uk/
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course itself should last no longer than two years 
(or three years if it includes a year of work 
experience). 
  

This loan can be used for a course that doesn't 
lead to a qualification - but it must be designed to 
help you with your career. You will, however, 
have to start paying it back a month after your 
course finishes. 
  

Find out more by visiting www.gov.uk/career-
development-loans. 

 Other grants and bursaries 
  

You may also be able to get help to pay for 
courses and training via a grant or bursary, most 
of which don't usually have to be paid back. 
  

Advanced Learner Loan Bursary Fund:  
If you're studying in England and are getting an 
Advanced Learner Loan, you could get help with 
certain types of costs while you're studying - such 
as childcare, accommodation, course materials 
and travel. 
  

• To apply, ask your college or training provider 
for more information. 

  

Grants and bursaries for adult learners in 
Northern Ireland:  
Students who get the full Maintenance Grant or 
Special Support Grant or who pay maximum 
tuition fees have to be offered a minimum 
payment in the form of a bursary or award by 
universities and colleges based in Northern 
Ireland. 
  

• Find out if you're eligible by contacting your 
university or college. For information about other 
grants and awards from charitable trusts in 
Northern Ireland, visit www.nidirect.gov.uk. 

  

Discretionary Learner Support:   
If you're 19 or older, on a further education course 
and facing financial hardship, you may qualify for 
Discretionary Learner Support. The money can 
also go towards things like accommodation, 
travel, course materials and equipment and 
childcare. 
  

You may receive a direct payment that doesn't 
have to be paid back, a repayable loan or the 
money may be paid to someone else, such as 
your landlord. 
  

• To find out what's available and to get help with 
applying, speak to the student support staff at 
your college or training provider. 

  

City & Guilds bursaries:  
City & Guilds has a small number of bursaries to 
offer people who want to study for a City & 
Guilds/ILM qualification and who would otherwise 
not be able to afford it. For more information, 
visit www.cityandguildsgroup.com/bursaries. 
  

Fee waivers:  
Alongside bursaries and scholarships, universities 
and colleges offer a reduction of the first year's 
tuition fees in the form of a fee waiver. This is 
offered to students from homes with lower 
incomes. Check with your university or college to 
find out what's available. 
  

https://www.gov.uk/career-development-loans
https://www.gov.uk/career-development-loans
https://www.nidirect.gov.uk/articles/university-and-college-bursaries
https://www.cityandguildsgroup.com/bursaries
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* Family Action has more details about education 
grants. For more information visit www.family-
action.org.uk/what-we-do/grants/educational-
grants. 
 

Useful links 
 

If you are experiencing any of the issues covered 
in this guide, in the first instance call our free 
helpline on 0808 801 0550. Our Advisors will 
listen without judging and will work with you as 
best they can to achieve a positive outcome. If 
you prefer you can email:  
helpline@ltcharity.org.uk Visit our 
website: www.licensedtradecharity.org.uk It's full 
of useful information about the kind of issues we 
know people who work in the licensed trade face. 

 Other sources of information 

 
National Careers Service 
nationalcareersservice.direct.gov.uk/Pages/Home
.aspx 
Advice on choosing or changing career, including 
help with returning to learning as an adult. 
  

Money Advice Service 
www.moneyadviceservice.org.uk 
Free and impartial money advice, including 
information about student loans and loans for 
adult learners. 
  

The Student Room 
www.thestudentroom.co.uk 
Lots of information about student finance (a 
Student Loans Company website). 

  

Scholarship Search 
http://www.scholarship-search.org.uk 
Help with finding a scholarship (3988 are 
available to students of all ages every year). 
  

National Association of Student Money 
Advisers 
www.nasma.org.uk 
A leading authority on student funding, with 
advisers working at universities, students' unions 
and further education colleges. 
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